MARRIAGE AND LAW BEGINNINGS    165
honor was a material help, not only in his career, but in his suit for the hand of Mary Ambler.
Also, membership in the Legislature required him to be, where his heart was, in Richmond, and not two months had John Marshall been in the Capital as a member of Virginia's Legislature when he was married. "In January [3d] 1783," writes Marshall, "I intermarried with Mary Willis Ambler, the second I               daughter of Mr. Jacquelin Ambler, then Treasurer
;               of Virginia, who was the third son of Mr. Richard
'               Ambler, a gentleman who had migrated from Eng-
land, and settled at York Town, in Virginia." l |                  The Ambler abode in Richmond was not a roman-
j               tic place for the wedding. The primitive town was
so small that when the Ambler family reached it I              Eliza exclaimed, "where we are to lay our weary
I              heads Heaven knows!" And she describes the house
her father rented as "a little dwelling" so small that !              "our whole family can scarcely stand up altogether
in it"; but Jacquelin Ambler took it because, poor as I              it was, it was "the only decent tenement on the hill."2
|                 The elder Ambler sister thus pictures the Rich-
!              mond of  1780:  "This little town is made up of
i             Scotch factors who inhabit small tenements scat-
|             tered here and there from the river to the hilL Some
I             of them look, as Colonel [Thomas] Marshall has
|             observed, as if the poor Caledonians had brought
{             them over on their backs, the weakest of whom being
glad enough to stop at the bottom of the hill, others
|                     l Autobiography.
2 Betsy Ambler to Mildred Smith, 1780; Atlantic Monthly, Ixxxiv, 537.